ESL Meet Jesus
Lesson Plans
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In this collection you will find 20 lessons using the Bible
to introduce students to the person, work and words of
Jesus. They are based on the book by Mike Raiter, Meet
Jesus and are best suited to students who have some
English language skills alreadly.

The main aim of this series is to invite students to
understand some key passages from the Bible in a way that
supports their emerging English language skills. It is God’s
living and active word, and we can trust God to use it
powerfully in people’s hearts according to his will.

Along the way, student will also have the opportunity to
grow their language and vocabulary skills, and to build
friendships with others in the group.

These lessons do not call for a personal response to the
text, but you may have students who are ready to make

a deeper commitment to following Jesus. If so, there is a
simple guide at the end of lesson 20 which you might find
helpful.

Lesson plans

Paraphrased texts - keep a copy of this for yourself
and use it when you are reading the passages aloud.
The printable versions of the text will be included in
each lesson

Printable resources to accompany each lesson.

Depending on the level of your students, you may
choose to give them the passage to read in their
heart language. The instruction to do this is given
before the ‘Read and comprehend’ activities but it
could also be done at the end of the lesson.

Images used in these resources are sourced from LUMO
and iStock.
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The ‘BIG IDEA’, stated at the beginning of each lesson, is
to guide you as the teacher.

The ‘concluding statement’ is a simplified version of the
big idea. Say or read this to your students to end the
lesson.

Each lesson has six parts:

Activate prior knowledge
Predict content

Read and comprehend
Activities

Invite curiosity

An important question

Concluding statement

Try to follow the same format for each lesson, but feel

free to adapt, or skip some of the offered activities to suit
your group. You may have some creative ideas to make the
activities more interesting or accessible to your students,
given their level of English.

By asking students to ‘Predict the content’ you will help
them anticipate the language and content of the text. You
will also find out what they already know about the text.
This activity can be done as a class or in pair or small
groups.

When you ‘Invite curiosity’ this is an opportunity to clarify
vocabulary and accept questions about the content.
Take your lead from the students here.

The single ‘Important question’ is designed to be
open-ended and non-threatening.

We hope that you enjoy introducing your students to
Jesus.
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The Birth of Jesus - Luke 2:1-12

The Visit of the Wise Men - Matthew 2:1-12

The Baptism of Jesus — Luke 3:16, 21-22

Jesus Begins His Work — Matthew 4: 12-17

The Healthy and the Sick — Mark 2:13-17

The Selfish Son - Luke 15:11-24
The Pharisee and the Tax Collector - Luke 18:9-14

The Love Command - John 15:9-14

The Two Builders - Matthew 7:24-27

Jesus Tells a Bad Spirit to Leave a Man - Mark 1:21-28
Jesus Heals the Soldier’s Servant - Luke 7:1-10
Stopping the Storm - Matthew 8:23-27

Feeding the Five Thousand - John 6:1-13, 35

Jesus Raises the Dead - John 11:17-27

Jesus’ Last Meal - Matthew 26:17, 26-29

Jesus Dies on a Cross — Mark 15:33-39

Jesus Forgives a Dying Criminal - Luke 23: 32-33, 39-43
Jesus Rises from the Dead - Matthew 28:1-10

The Last Command of Jesus - Matthew 28: 16-20

Jesus is Taken to Heaven - Acts 1:8-11
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